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The World Bank and UNDP are using results from an ILRI scoping study to design and implement climate change 
adaptation projects as well as help embed climate change perspectives in the activities carried out by the Government 
of Kenya (GOK).  
The study was first planned in the 2007-2009 MTP and achieved in 2007.  The outputs included identification of 
evidence based and targeted recommendations on climate change adaptation and mitigation strategies, as well as 
providing empirical analysis and context specific recommendations to inform the design and implementation of project 
activities. 
ILRI was commissioned by the World Bank (WB) and the UNDP to undertake two components of a WB-funded project: 
1) Coping and Adaptation Strategies in Arid and Semi-arid lands of Kenya. and 2) Early Warning, Seasonal Climate 
Forecasts and Information Dissemination. These would inform the design and implement of the Kenya Adaptations to 
Climate Change in the Arid Lands (KACCAL), a WB-funded project that supports the Government of Kenya’s efforts for 
building community resilience to climate shocks and directing the government’s community development agenda in 
arid and semi-arid areas where livestock makes significant contributions to livelihoods.  
The findings have been presented to the Arid Lands Resource Management Project (ALRMP) as well as in workshops 
organized by the World Bank, Government of Kenya, and Non Governmental Organizations (NGOs).  A technical 
report covering analyses of results from community and key informant surveys, literature reviews, and interviews with 
private sector and NGO implementers was prepared and submitted to the World Bank and ALRMP. Already the study 
results have resulted in the following outcomes: 
• The study recommendations are being discussed for use by the World Bank and ALRMP to make concrete 
decisions on programs or services to fund.   
• The report is being used as the evidence base for decisions of how to allocate KACCAL resources across 
various interventions.   
• KACCAL is a pilot initiative and the success of these interventions will determine the extent of expanded 
climate change adaptation efforts across ALRMP sites.   
This study illuminates the opportunities that exist to strengthen the link between disaster management and 
development in the context of climate change.  It addresses interventions that equip communities with the capacity to 
prepare for and cope with the consequences of short-term impacts of climate-based shock as well as improve the 
effectiveness of disaster response, relief and recovery efforts undertaken by external organizations. Initial feedback 
from a number of workshops at which the study results were presented suggest that a range of research and 
development partners in sub-Saharan Africa are finding the analytical framework and intervention options useful for 
designing and implementing climate change adaptation strategies. 
 
